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Becoming a part of the Magic ... 
 Story by Ben Johnson and Zach Garcia,    

 
The Academy’s ancient theater is hardly new in comparison to Canyon Crest’s state-of-the-art facilities. Nor is it very large. La Costa 
Canyon’s theater could house Xerxes and his entire Persian army; San Dieguito’s couldn’t even fit Sparta’s burly 300 in frail plastic 
chairs, and if a detachment of Arcadians tags along, fill the aisles and call it a full house (and don’t tell the fire marshal). 

 
But its actors and actresses love it dearly, 
enough to give up an important slot in their 
schedules for the two theater classes new 
this year. That’s right, after-school rehears-
als have become classified: embodied in 
semester classes. The classes, titled 
drama production and musical theater pro-
duction, were both created to complement 
the existing after-school rehearsals that go 
into creating each show at the Academy. 
 
 
 
 
Sharon Dasho, who has taught theater and 
directed school productions at the Acad-
emy since her arrival in 2004, offered the 

classes to give the students time to work on shows during school hours, reducing the amount of time they must work after school. The 
new classes also helped her increase enrollment in theater classes, as well as devote more time to theat-
rical design. “We’ve always had a thriving extracurricular program, but students didn’t take the classes,” 
Dasho said. The establishment of in-class working periods allowed Dasho to concentrate her energy 
exclusively on the theater program. First semester drama production ran alongside the after-school re-
hearsals for the fall and winter plays, while musical theater production accompanies the second semes-
ter’s spring musical. Theater students are not required to take both classes, although it is encouraged. 
 
Many will take both, though, because of their love for the camaraderie and fun of creating a show. Senior 
Paul Benjamin has been involved with SDA’s theater department since his freshman year. “Theater is 
super dank. It’s like a brownie topped with fudge, Jesus, and whipped cream,” said Benjamin. 
 
Students are trained in a variety of skills while working on plays. “We’ve hired professional voice 
coaches, Scott Gregory and Pam Laurent, to work with students every Monday. Zoë [Moacanin, junior] 
and Jamie [Nieman, sophomore] are working on choreography,” said Dasho. 
 
 

 
 
 
Those under the lights must be supplemented by 
those behind them; hence, the existence of the 
“dark side” of theater, the self-proclaimed “pirate 
techies.” Technical theater and costume design 
classes are offered alongside drama and musical 
production, taught in the same room by Dasho. 
Students involved with technical theater work 
with technical director Scott Grabau on Fridays 
and Saturdays. 

Photos by Ben Johnson 
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...SDA’s Thespian Spirit Prevails 
 
The actors proceed about their work in a creative, playful, and encouraging environment. 
“Paul Benjamin started randomly translating the play into Spanish. Dan [Troeber] couldn’t 
help but laugh,” said junior Sean Hale. “That was fun,” said Troeber, junior. “I forgot my cues 
because they weren’t in Spanish.”  
 
“There was a part in the opening where I’m supposed to have luggage,” said senior Lily 
Nikzad. “We didn’t have the luggage that day, but halfway into the scene Ms. Dasho put it 
right on the stage. So I’m walking backwards, and I completely tripped on it. I just lay on the 
floor, laughing.” “Lily did a full on faceplant,” said Nieman. 
 
 
 
 
Such is the Thespian spirit: the drive to work under all circumstances, coupled with the ability 
to sublimate anything into fits of 
giggles. Because they work such 
long hours together, thespians 
also find themselves quickly 
bonded to one another during the 

rehearsing process. The theater is a place to make friends. “There’s a say-
ing, ‘families are formed in theater,’ and that’s what we are, a family,” said 
junior Meghan Hansen. “Even at lunch, everyone hangs out.” 
 
A noticeable number of significant relationships spring up during each pro-
duction, but during the musical, the total reaches numbers unprecedented 
in recent Academy history. “I met my girlfriend from theater,” said Benja-
min. “It’s like a proud theater tradition, because we’re the most attractive 
people on campus. 
 
 
 

 
The spring musical, 
“Thoroughly Modern 
Millie,” is set in the Roaring Twenties, the days of Prohibition and flappers. Millie 
Dillmount, a Kansas farm girl, travels to New York, New York, in search of fame, 
fortune, and a marriage to her wealthy employer, whoever he may end up being. 
Contrary to these plans, she falls in love with Jimmy Smith, a poverty-stricken pa-
per clip vendor, but “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”-esque antics soon occur, and 
the protagonists find themselves in a whirl of emotional turmoil amidst a white slav-
ery ring. Unlike opera playbills, you won’t find the ending here; see the actual musi-
cal on April 24-26 and May 1-3 in the Roundabout Theater to find out. 
 
 
 
 

 
An influx of Spartans may currently pose a threat to the seating capacity of the theater, but not for long. Next fall, groundbreaking will 
occur on behalf of a new performing arts center where the trailers P21-4 are currently located. If you would like to donate to the con-
struction of the new theater, contact Sheila Durkin at SDA Foundation, 760/753-1121 x5085 or SDAFoundation@sduhsd.net. 

PARENTS: Have you ever wanted to be part of the excitement of a theater production?  

Join the Theatre Arts Council  
 

This is your chance.  Join the Theater Arts Council, a low-key group of parents who support the SDA Theater program.  If your 
student is, or plans to be an actor or techie at SDA, this is a great and fun way to get involved.  For more information, contact 
Terri Lerager at tlerager@aol.com. 




