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Board

embraces
memorial
proposal

* San Dieguito
trustees president:
'It 1s our honor to
memorialize them'

ADAM KAYE
STAFF Wk ITER

ENCINITAS — San Die-
guito Union High School Dis-
trict trustees on Thursday
embraced a veterans group's
proposal to construct a war
memorial on the San Diegui-
to Academy campus.

"It's absolutely critical
that we as a society honor
our fallen servicemen,"
Trustee Dee Rich said.

"There is no greater sacri-
fice that a person can make
for his country," board Presi-
dent Bill Flores said. "It is
our honor to memorialize
them."

Members of the San Die-
guito Vietnam Memorial Pro-
ject have asked to install a
memorial on the San Diegui-
to Academy campus to recog-
nize San Dieguito High
School alumni who were
killed while fighting wars.

During their high school
days, the school on Santa Fe
Drive was called San Diegui-
to High School.

The veterans have submit-
ted a written proposal and
have discussed it with the
school district's staff. Thurs-
day was their first opportuni-
ty to discuss their plans with
the school board.

Last month, the veterans



the school board.

Last month, the veterans
firsthroached the idea of the
memorial with district ad-
ministrators, who discour-
aged the idea, saying thata a
high school campus was
probably not an appropriate
place for a monument. Assis-
tant Superintendent Eric
Hall did tell the veterans
they could take a formal pro-
posal to the school board,
though.

The board didn't vote on
the proposal on Thursday.
Rather, trustees asked that
Superintendent Peggy Lynch
draft a policy governing com-
memorative monuments and
also establish a committee of
San Dieguito parents, stu-
dents and staff to collaborate
with the veterans group.

The group's initial idea
was to erect a memorial to
recognize five alumni who
were killed in Vietnam. Its
members now would like to
expand the memorial to in-
clude alumni killed in World
War lland the Korean Wax.

An 'illustration submitted
by the group shows a 5- to 6-
foot-high black marble trionu-
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ment in the shape of the
Washington Monument bear- $
ing the names of fallen alum- :
ni.

Trustees urged the memo- (
rial be elaborated swiftly.

“We don’t want this to be tacl
stonewalled or delayed by any  kille
means,” Trustee Barbara alsc
Groth said. one

Building a memorial for bul
fallen graduates is appropri- buil
ate at the school, said David  Pale
Gonzales, the memorial pro- the
ject’s president. £

“San Dieguito was the hap-  kille
piest place in their lives,” he and
said. “If I was one of them,I wer
sure would like to be remem- troc
bered at San Dieguito.” ers .

Another speaker, Charlie I
Gibbs, told the board he was 1ian
from San Dieguito’s class of clas
1962. Isra

Gibbs turned to the many gun
high school students who Isra

were present in the board /
room. doz

“They were your age,” he city
said of the veterans. sai(

A third speaker, Jim the
Whalen of Del Mar, told the  for¢
board he has put four sons itw

through the school district :
and that a memorial is an im- 44
portant educational tool. Siny

“I feel very strongly that rive
the students understand the toll
heritage of their country,” he ers
said. “I think a visible memo- '
rial is an extremely important len
educational tool to put a hu- for

man face on them.” adi
Trustee Joyce Dalessandro  sio
agreed. off
“The history lesson is very 1iar
clear,” she said. Zir
fic
Contact staff writer Adam Kaye at of |
(760) 943-2312 or
akaye@nctimes.com. Ste
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